confess with me, if he be not some atheist, or epicure, (who
maintain that all things come by chance,) that this delivery
is a work which belongs only unto God. For if the
Spaniards had battered the town but with four cannons
only, they had carried it, the people being so weakened with
famine, as they could not endure any longer: besides a part
of them were ill affected, and very many of their best men
were dead of the plague. And for another testimony that
it was God only who wrought, the town was no sooner
delivered, but the wind which was south-west, and had
driven the water out of the sea into the country, turned to
north-east, and did drive it back again into the sea, as if the
south-west wind had blown those three days only to that
effect; wherefore they might well say that both the winds
and the sea had fought for the town of Leyden. And as for
the resolution of the States of Holland to drown the country,
and to do that which they and their Prince, together with
all the commanders, captains and soldiers of the army
shewed in this sea-course, together with the constancy and
resolution of the besieged to defend themselves, notwith-
standing so many miseries which they suffered, and so many
promises and threats which were made unto them, all in like
sort proceeded from a divine instinct.'
In the spirit of thoughtful feeling that this passage
breathes, was the whole history of that tremendous struggle
perused by the elder Daniel; and Daniel the son was so
deeply imbued with the same feeling, that if he had lived
till the time of the Peninsular War, he would have looked
upon the condition to which Spain was reduced, as a con-
sequence of its former tyranny, and as an awful proof how
surely, soon or late, the sins of the fathers are visited upon
the children.
Oh that all history were regarded in this spirit! *Even
such as are in faith most strong, of zeal most ardent, should
not,' says one of the best and wisest of Theologians, 'much
misspend their time in comparing the degenerate fictions, or
historical relations of times ancient or modern, with the
everlasting truth. For though this method could not add
much increase either to their faith or zeal, yet would it
doubtless much avail for working placid and mild affections.
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